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Like Fus pair of glas
to swet hus averall ook, he explains

“WWe bave 10 move with the time,
Flamboyart? | don't mind people saying
bam famboyant, but our festyle has o
change because times have changed
Some peaple do not want to live on landed
propertics anymore because they have
ng ume to even look at therr garden, what
moreto tend to them? They prefer a sense
of security that serviced apartments offer
and leaving the gardeners to take care of
the greens”

The same argument apples to the
hotelindustry, he insists. To stay ahead of
competitors, hoteliers have a lot of soul
searching to do. Sorne of the most famous
hotels in the last century may no longer
appeal to ther potential guests,

“On this note, we pick Four Seasons
because we know that we have a good
brand that is touted to be a market leader
and wili further raise the Malaysian service

standards in the hospitality industry.”

OPPORTUNITY BORN QUT OF CRISIS
Besides being driven by passion, another
key driver in Syed Yusof's life is probably
the way he looks at a cnsis, “Behind every
crisis 13 the hidden golden opportunity.
Opportunity comes to us almost every
day," he enthuses. “If you do not see it
and quickly grab it, it will be gone as fast
as it comes!”

In the early 1980s, he embarked on his
maiden project to revive Pandan Cahaya,
an abandoned low-cost housing project in
Pandan Jaya comprising 122 units of four-
storey shops, apartments, 16 terraced
factories and 240 low-cost flats.

“When the project was completed, the
recession of the 1980s hit us. We had to
think of how to sell the shops,” he recalls.
“After brainstorming, we decided to ‘cut’

the shop into half; the back alley which
was usually very dirty, was turned into a
mall-like street. The concept worked! The
next day, many buyers came to the sales
office and grabbed the shops.”

Another company in his stable, Prima
Damansara Sdn Bhd went on to complete
shoplots, medium-cost apartments and
800 low-cost houses in Sungai Buloh,
Selangor,

Fast forward 20 years, Syed Yusof has
refined his business acumen to see - and
realise — what others could not see.

“We have recently completed our
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2,000km fiber optics project from Johor

to Thailand, and we will be moy ing next

to Laos and end in the Southern borger of
China by end 2014, a total of 30,000 km.”
he reveals. “The entire project 1s worth a
total of RMB00 million. Meanwhie. we
already have about 400 clients throughout
Malaysia.”

His business ventures cover a wide rangs
of areas, whenever an opportunity avais
itself. This explains why he has a hand n
Jojo Events (which Was instrumental
bringing legends like Michael Jackson.
Gloria Estefan, Kenny G and Sting ©©
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