Malaysia), Sovereign Enterprise Sdn
Bhd, De Best Sdn Bhd (the management
company that operates Saloma Theatre
Restaurant), Sierra Damansara Sdn Bhd
as well as partly owning several hotels
and resorts.

They include Concorde Hotel Kuala
Lumpur, Concorde Shah Alam, Concorde
Inn Sepang, LakeHouse in Cameron
Highlands and Casa Del Mar, Langkawi.
His latest developments include a boutique
hotel known as Casa Del Rio in Malacca,
and the country's first Hard Rock Hotel
in Penang, and possibly the retirement

villages similar to those he sees in Australia.
While his wife is a great driver in eco-
tourism with her Tanah Aina Resort in
Raub, and a lover of the jungles and the
animals, Syed Yusof admits he still prefers
the concrete jungle with all the urban
facilities and entertainment that it offers.

BRINGING LIFE TO KL
Probably one reason why Syed Yusof is
so ‘alive’, despite his big involvement in
the concrete jungle, is what he did in his
younger days.

He has done most things that young

Generated by CamScanner from intsig.com

people love to do. In 1995, together with
his childhood friend, Sultan Sharafuddin
Idris Shah (naw the Sultan of Selangor),
they rade with other Harley Bikers in a big
group from Los Angeles to Milwaukee — a
Jjourney which took nine days,

“There were 17 of us Malaysians,” he
reminisces. “We were ignorant those days.
Except for us, there were no other cars
on the road because the Americans were
hiding in their tornado bunker then.”

Syed Yusof tries to infuse life into the
city of Kuala Lumpur. Recently, when
Bill Davidson, great-grandson of Harley-
Davidson co-founder Wiliam A. Davidson,
was in town for the first time through Jojo
Events, Syed Yusof organised the Asia
Harley Day as part of the Harley Davidson's
110" anniversary.

They even attracted over 1,500 bikers
from 22 countries. “The bikers had a great
time riding around the city of Kuala Lumpur.
This event gave me satisfaction becauseit's

good way to sell the country and bring life
10 the concrete jungle,” he stresses.

Taking the cue, Syed Yusof has recently
suggested to the Minister of Tourism
and Culture to stage an annual event by
bringing in top artistes from around the
world.

“Once we get the green light, we will fix
a calendar date every year for the event.
We will light up the court house ... it will
a free for all so that city folks and the
tourists can come and be entertained
by the top artists,"” he explains. “This is,
after all, another great city, but without
all the happenings, it is just another
ghost town.” I,
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